51 years later: Anna Marie Tilghman’s 
widows’ pension 
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Tench Tilghman’s gravestone, courtesy of Wikimedia. 


Fifty-one years after Tench Tilghman’s death, his wife (who was a cousin), Anna Marie 
Tilghman, got a widows’ pension. Tilghman was, as the Maryland State Archives argues, “one of 
Maryland’s great patriots” due to his public service as part of a “commission established to form 
treaties with the Six Nations of Indian tribes,” a captain in “the Pennsylvania Battalion of the 


Flying Camp.,” and serving as an unpaid aide-de-camp to George Washington from August 1776 
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to May 1781 when Washington got him “a regular commission in the Continental Army.” His 
final task was “the honor of carrying the Articles of Capitulation to the Continental Congress in 
Philadelphia.” Other than that, the Maryland State Archives writes that Tench was 
born on December 25, 1744 in Talbot County on his father’s plantation. He was educated 
privately until the age of 14, when he went to Philadelphia to live with his grandfather, 
Tench Francis. In 1761, he graduated from the College and Academy of Philadelphia, 
which later became the University of Pennsylvania, and then went into business with his 
uncle Tench Francis, Jr. until just before the Revolutionary War. After the War, 
Tilghman returned to Maryland where he resumed his career in business in Baltimore and 
married his cousin, Anna Marie Tilghman. They had two daughters, Anna Margaretta and 
Elizabeth Tench. Tilghman died on April 18, 1786 at the age of 41. 
His gravestone was placed in Talbot County’s Oxford Cemetery long after his death. 
That’s because he died at St. Paul’s Church in Baltimore, with the remains brought from there to 
Talbot County in 1971 but the original gravestone, without the plaque, does tell something about 
him. 
The widows pension by Anna Maria Tilghman tells an interesting story.' The first page 
shows that not only is it a pension for Anna Maria but that Tench also received a land grant, with 
“B.L.W.T.” noting an “application for a warrant for bounty land” promised to him since he 


“served to the end of the war”: 


? Pension of Tench Tilghman, 1837, B.L.Wt 1158-450, Widow’s Pension Application File, W.9522, Revolutionary 
War Pension and Bounty-Land Warrant Application Files, National Archives, NARA M804, Record Group 15. 
Courtesy of Ancestry.com and Heritage Quest. 
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The next page notes that Tench died on April 18, 1786, in Talbot County, MD and was a 


Lieutenant Colonel serving in the army commanded by General George Washington, specifically 


in the Pennsylvania line, for two years. This is despite the fact he served for longer than two 


years as noted earlier in this article. For all of this, she would receive almost $4,000.00 a year, a 


sizable sum at the time when she was filing (May 1843): 
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The next page doesn’t say much else other than that her claim would be processed in 


Maryland under the 1836 Pension Act covering veterans of the war with Britain from 1812-1815 


and the Revolutionary War: 
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The page following is a personal appeal by her on February 24, 1837 in which she, before 
the Talbot County Orphans Court notes that she is the widow of Tench who serves as an Aide to 
Camp to George Washington and Lt. Colonel in the PA line, serving in total from January 1, 
1777 to November 3, 1783. She also notes that she married Tench on June 9, 1783, and that he 
died on April 18, 1786: 
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The next page is a judge on the Orphans Court in Talbot County, James Price, certifying 


her declaration is correct, nothing more, nothing less: 
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Then on March 11, 1837, an 82-year-old woman named Henrietta Maria Francis 
appeared before the Talbot County Orphans Court. She said she was “well acquainted with Col 
Tench Tilghman of Baltimore City,” noting that she first met him in 1780, noting that through 
the years it was recounts how he was an aide-de-camp of George Washington. She was also, of 
course, familiar with Anna Maria Tilghman, saying that she was the daughter of one Matthew 


Tilghman, noting also that they were both married in June 1783. Clearly, she was related on a 
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familial level to Tench: her husband, Philip Francis, was Tench’s uncle, whom Tench visited in 


March 1783 after their marriage. 
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She adds that Tench died three years after she married Philip Francis, with Anna Maria 
(called she after this section) having one daughter before Tench’s death, and another after Tench 
died (she must have been in labor when Tench died), and has since stayed as a widow. Others 


writing below her attest to the veracity of this statement: 


Page 9 


————— I Fe ee tragee 


+ re ee afore Onert, ane Mhees aoe Aare ft hana. 
i & ia eaitoad We natee e+ Aenrt Mal Me Caset Cel CBwek 
AG hoviar deaat a Fond three IAS f= Meee Fea Menge 


ee She oat th tans a Ma jam ~ Ly Fbewe a ~~, Ah ac-teee her ~ % 
(wadleew er one Casey: Gn weet, Mad dhe hate a bce hk 
Maseg Bhs aftis hue awk edt hak the Cae Cleena 


J artne ee3 hece ace has Seacnasnse ~ weLou- fore Prete 
ae ’ z Curet 
hat foeres he — ' f 
: Ken ta M 79-snttn 


Satta ace Yee forapa hott. 6a Me wap nan dean ayferrt / arn 
Af Se, Me -darkgarthin., A peed ¢ Hho i commana’ antl 


i 
sf YF 2 eal? ails > Oe aes and fe a tne Z CrrenG _ 


EEL PbS weg j * 


Ja hasaks +0 halk Y SPE LN Me fie rece F “ an 
pond! (bes bxsent Os Po “a se 4 i cone Cone CLARK cre atilileg 


Aonat of Jha buy haat especvensece prove hee ae lee eve deen i 


weehiita ttige Bikel Wb domes 


— 
Mbecevié Cor, - eon 
ee COS Ceci h, ven 
‘ —_ Oh, 


fa hae a AS ar 7 
oF a < “ 2 te 
AO beh 5 EM Mehrt = CO ele ft ban ht Corw F 


disas, Of llnan, 


> 
Ske We 80 a udlie ‘ 
o fleace at aFrow (Mu METI Ia Lhe. em A: m 
we Dre Gitte, 
Poporey Wart ha es. Jt Fe. hey ti ghaG. 1% eae ee nrive’, 4 7 


a 


Wwe 
(4 Co Wiieny Write ae «awe Ketoer 
ea pig fs rece Ger? et a wa A AAY. 
iN. | the Fikite. 78 Wins ye ; eta, “& Oe fog fe 
eer ora. C C%KXe oT Meee £e% yo ame 7s Cc 
“y : e ‘> Fee 
BN her aati ee 
(ineel Kerra te ep 


cats wie ala ’ S) 


Bass : 
Caltsine 282 eS) 


By October 1858 it is asserted that Anna Maria died in 1843, with another Tilghman (M. 


Tilghman Goldborough) filing a continuing claim as they inherited her estate interestingly: 
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From there, Elizabeth Goldborough, likely the mother of the above-listed M. Tilghman 
Goldsborough, turns out to be the daughter of Anna Maria and Tench! It is also noted that her 
sister is named Margaret who died, leaving her the only heir. This document, issued by a Talbot 


County Justice of the Peace in December 1825, shows that Margaret and Elizabeth were children 
of Anna Maria and Tench Tilghman without a doubt: 
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The pension goes on to say that Elizabeth is an heir of Tench Tilghman, and quickly 


notes Tench’s military service: 
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Regulations for the heirs of Officers and Soldiers of the Revolutimary Army, who were 
slain by the enemy, or who have diced since the war, and have not reerived land from 
the United States, 
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The next page makes it clear that all of those previous pages specifically related to a 


bounty land warrant claim, which is wrapped up within the pages of Tench’s pension papers, 
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making it possible for Tench’s wife Anna Maria to apply for a widows pension in 1837 and 
Elizabeth to apply for the bounty land warrant in 1825, for her son to come back in the 1850s 
saying that now want to apply for the pension. This page makes it clear that Elizabeth’s request 


was granted in January of 1826: 
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In May 1929, the War Department tried to sort all of this out. As they summarized, it was 
clear that Tench served from January 1, 1777, to November 3, 1783, as a Lieutenant Colonel in 
the Continental Army and an aide-de-camp to General Washington, dying on April 18, 1783. 
They also summarized how Tench married Anna Maria on June 8, 1783, allowed a pension on 
February 13, 1837but died on January 18, 1843. They also wrote that they had two children, 
Elizabeth and Margaret with the former child marrying a man named Goldsborough of Talbot 
County, Maryland, while the latter had a son named Tench Tilghman, marrying a man whose 


name is not yet known. 
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May 53,1979 


Mro. Charles i. Bowen 
rire 
Madam 

I advive you from the pupers in the Revolutionary 
-ar pemmion c.ain, ¥.9522, it jpeare that Tench Tilghman 
served rronm Jammry 1, L777, to November 3, 1783, us 

Cutenunt Colondl t+ Cundinentat arey and Aiddqde- 

Camp to General sushington. 

He died, April 14,1786. 

the soldier married, June &, 1783, Avnw Maria Tilgh- 
man, daughter of Honorable Ma‘ thew Tilghman. Ghe was 
allowed pension on her application executed Pebruary 24, 
15357, at which time she was u revident of Talbot County, 
Maryland, aged eighty-one yeara. 

She died, January 15, 1943, 

They had two children, Vargaret and Nli:abeth. 

Hligabeth married --- Goldsborough, of Talbot County, 
Maryland; Margaret died and left a son Tench Tilghman, the 
name of her husband is not shown. 


1858 but no other family data is known. 


The final page says that a “grandson” named M. Tilghman Goldsborough is referred to in 
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A grandson, M. Tilghman Goldeborough, is referred 
to in 1858, 
There are no further family data. 


Respectfully, 


BR. W.MONGAN 
Acting Commins ioners 
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The next page just notes Anna Maria’s widows pension claim: 
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In May 1843, a man named Tench Tilghman said that he obtained a pension claim for a 
Mrs. Anna Maria Tilghman, widow of Tench in 1837, noting that Anna Maria died January 13, 
1843, at age 88, if I read that right. He further notes that the youngest daughter of Anna Maria 
and Tench, Elizabeth (“Mrs. C.T. Goldsborough”), who was noted earlier, is an heir, while he is 
the son of the older daughter, Margaret. As such, he asks the pension commissioner to whom the 


pension now belongs: 
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Then there is an earlier letter from J.L. Edwards, the pension commissioner in March 
1837, saying that the papers in the case of the pension are returned as the evidence is “not being 
sufficient to establish the claim” because of new regulations on pensions. Perhaps this is what 


prompted the second Tench’s letter in 1843, for which a response is not known: 
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A further letter from J.L. Edwards, in March 1837, confirms that Tench did serve from 
January 1, 1777, to November 3, 1783: 
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Then there is a letter from a later descendant in 1894 to the pension office about Tench’s 


pension papers: 
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After that there is a 1928 letter by another descendant, Grace Cottingham Tilghman 
Bowen (who married a man named Charles Hay Bowen), leading to the response from the War 


Department as noted earlier in this post: 
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The second page specifically focuses on Tench: 
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There is much to be learned from this pension. For one, that Tench served as a Lt. 
Colonel and Aide-De-Camp from 1777 to 1783, and that he married Anna Maria Tilghman, his 
cousin, in June 1783 when she was 28 years old (born in 1755). Furthermore, it is also clear that 
he had two children with her, Margaret (older) and Elizabeth (younger), with the latter child born 


after the “demise of her husband” Tench. From there, Margaret later had a child named Tench 
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Tilghman, meaning that she married a person with the surname of Tilghman, while Elizabeth 
married a man named C.T. Goldsborough and seemingly had a child named M. Tilghman 
Goldsborough. It is not known when Margaret or Elizabeth died, but only that Margaret was 
dead sometime before 1825 (when Elizabeth filed her claim for the bounty land), while Elizabeth 
lived until at least 1843. Furthermore, it is also noted that Tench lived in Baltimore where he met 
a woman named Henrietta Maria Francis, who was 25 when she was first “acquainted” with 
Tench, and she married a man named Philip Francis, the uncle of Tench, whom Tench visited in 
March 1783 after the marriage of Henrietta and Philip. All this calls for another post to dig into 


this more, which will be coming to you from this wonderful blog next week! 
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